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half a mile towards the east stands the ancient citadel of Eahtgurh (Castle of
Night), with its battlemented ramparts, its gates, and its ruins of palaces and
temples; at its foot lies the little town, surrounded with trees and cultivation.
The plain is enclosed by grand mountains, whence sprang high columns of smoke,
causing them to resemble so many volcanoes; they were the burning jungles,
surrounding us during the night with a circle of flames. During the day
we witnessed the passage of a caravan of Brinjarrees. Few sights are more
picturesque than these caravans on the march, with their thousands of oxen, and
their escorts of men of warlike aspect and strangely attired women. The whole
family is there; the infant being slung to the back of its mother, and the young
children perched on the milking cows, which carry besides all the household
utensils. To the old man, who is a member of the council, is reserved the
honour of mounting a starveling pony. They are said to practise the abduction of
male children and female infanticide. Their utility as carriers is incontestable, and
has earned for them the protection of the English Government, which constantly
employs their services. They are fated, however, to see their occupation mono-
polised by the railroads at no very distant period, when they will be compelled
to abandon their wandering life. They are reckoned as numbering at the present
time some hundreds of thousands; but, to say the truth, these figures have never
yet been confirmed by any regular census.

On attentively considering the type of these Brinjarrees, their manners and
some of their customs, such as the necromancy practised by the women, their
primitive marriage ceremonies, and the practice charged against them of stealing
children, many travellers have persisted in recognising them as the parent branch
of that wandering race which, under the names of Bohemians and Zingaris, have
spread themselves all over Europe. "Whatever may be the probabilities in favour
of such an hypothesis, this interesting question can only be solved by a minute
observation of the customs of the Bohemians of Europe, and especially by the
study of their idioms and their legends; all of which are researches still remaining
for the most part to be undertaken.